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2004—A Year to Remember

As our 10th year comes to a close
it is important to take a minute and
reflect on the year 2004 and our
many blessings.

In a weakened economy that
scems to have hit the mountain com-
munities of western North Carolina
particularly hard, the Rathbun Center
has remained financially sound and
energized. After enduring the wrath

of four major hurricanes in a month
we were fortunate not to sustain

major damage and loss.
Construction has begun on a 5-
room addition in the space located

New construction
has begun on a |
s-room addition ]
to the Rathbun |
Center. Plans call )
for the project to |
be compieted' by |
May 2005

below the office area. The work
will be completed by May of 2005.

We are well underway with our two
new entrepreneurial businesses:
leasing out our two meeting rooms
during the day when most of our
guests are at the hospital, and our
cBay "second hand store”. Both

businesses have been raising revenue
without much start up costs or the
need for additional staff. Our good
friend Roney Hilliard has been
working with us on our eBay project
as a volunteer,

The Janirve Foundation awarded
the Rathbun Center a grant of
$150,000 to assist with repairs on our

10 year old building and to help us
with our construction project.

We created a new brochure

{ and gave our logo and printed
! material a new look. Local
! artist, Ann Vasilik, was commis-
I sioned to do a watercolor of the
i Center and it is beautiful. There
i are also prints and note cards
available featuring the artwork.
Ann managed to capture both the
warmth and appeal of the Center.
On December 15, five billboards
around the city will also feature the
painting. The original now hangs in
our lobby.

In the past 10 years we have given
lodging and support to over 12,800
families. We could not have accom-
plished this amazing feat without the

constant support of our donors,

our churches and hospitals. We
honored our hard working volunteers
with a special Valentine Party and
our yearly picnic at Adelaide Key's
home this summer. They are the
heart and soul of the Center and our
most important asset.

Several former guests had home
parties to benefit the Rathbun Center
and our Anniversary Party in October
was a dazzling success.

2004 was a year of friends and
supporters coming togethtr to affirm
what a wonderful gift this house is
to the people who come here for
lodging and end up receiving so
much more.

Kay Dossey
Executive Director
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